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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1-10 as originally filed are pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: at line 2, the 
recitation "the edges" lacks antecedent basis and should be replaced with -edges--. In 
addition, in line 4, the recitation "an elongate support member" should be replaced with - 
-a first elongate support member- for clarity purposes with respect to the recitation 
"another elongate support member" later mentioned in claim 7. In addition, at line 1 1 , 
the recitation "the space" lacks antecedent basis and should be replaced with -a space- 
-. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: at line 1 , the 
recitation "the gasket" lacks antecedent basis and should be replaced with -the 
elongate gasket-. Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: at lines 1-2, the 
recitation "the web is substantially centrally disposed" is unclear. In addition, at line 4, 
the recitation "the support member" lacks antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

4. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: at line 1 , the 
recitation "another elongate support member" should be replaced with -a second 
elongate support member- for clarity purposes with respect to the recitation of "an 
elongate support member" previously mentioned in claim 1 . Appropriate correction is 
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required for further references to "another elongate support member" in this claim. In 
addition, at lines 7, 8, and 9, the recitations "the elongate support member defined in 
claim 1", "the elongate support members", and "the elongate surface member defined in 
claim 1", respectively, should be replaced with "the first elongate support member(s)" for 
clarity. Appropriate correction is required. 

5. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: at line 1 3, the 
recitation "the space" lacks antecedent basis and should be replaced with --a space--. 

6. In claims 2-7, at line 1 , the recitation "A jointing system" should be replaced with - 
-The jointing system--. 

7. In claims 9-1 0, at line 1 , the recitation "A method of fastening" should be replaced 
with -The method of fastening-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1, 4, 6, and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Paz et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,430,883) in view of Bartlett et al (U.S. 
Patent No. 4,506,484). 

As per claim 1 , Paz et al discloses a jointing system for supporting a plurality of 
cladding panels relative to a building or building frame (a wall system adapted to mount 
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panels; col. 1 , lines 47-48; it is further construed that the panels will be mounted relative 
to a building or building frame), the panels (23) having slots along the edges thereof (as 
illustrated in a modified drawing in page 8 of this Office Action, hereafter "figure 14A", 
the panels comprise slots for receiving the channel flanges 58), the jointing system 
including: a first elongate support member substantially H-shaped in cross section (as 
illustrated in figure 14A, the panel support member is generally H-shaped) and having a 
longer inner flange (as illustrated in figure 14A, the inner flange 41 is longer) for 
fastening to the building or building frame (as illustrated in figure 14A, the longer inner 
flange contains screw fasteners 70 for securement to the building structure), the inner 
flange (41 ) being connected by a web to a shorter outer flange (as illustrated in figure 
1 4A, a shorter outer flange 58 is connected to longer inner flange 41 , and both 
members are a part of the same web structure) to form an elongate recess on each side 
of the web for receiving sealing means therein (as illustrated in figure 14A a recess 
exists between the inner and outer flanges, whereby sealing means may be utilized); 
whereby when a cladding panel (23) is supported relative to the building or building 
frame by the jointing system (as illustrated in figure 14A, a panel 23 is connected to the 
wall system), the outer flange is received in the slot along the edge of the cladding 
panel (as illustrated in figure 14A, the outer flange receives the panel slots). 

Paz et al fails to disclose sealing means which cooperate with the panel to 
substantially seal a space behind the cladding panel against the ingress of moisture. 

Bartlett et al discloses a panel wall assembly (abstract) with sealing means 
(elongated gaskets 28 between the panels 10 and the flanges 20 and 22; figures 3, 4). 



Application/Control Number: 10/589,121 Page 5 

Art Unit: 4165 

Therefore from the teaching of Bartlett et al, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the wall panel 
system with the panel support members of Paz et al to include sealing means as taught 
by Bartlett et al in order to protect the panel edges from the weather (col. 3, lines 38- 
39). 

As per claim 4, Paz et al fails to disclose the sealing means is an elongate gasket 
located in each recess. 

Bartlett et al discloses a panel wall assembly (abstract) with elongated gaskets 
(28) in a recess between the panels (10) and the flanges (20 and 22) as illustrated in 
figure 4. 

Therefore from the teaching of Bartlett et al, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the wall panel 
system with the panel support members of Paz et al to include an elongated gasket in a 
recess between the panels and flanges as taught by Bartlett et al in order to protect the 
panel edges from the weather (col. 3, lines 38-39). 

As per claim 6, Paz et al discloses the web is substantially centrally disposed (as 
illustrated in figure 14A, the H-shaped web member is centered) and the longer inner 
flange extends at each side thereof beyond the ends of the shorter outer flange (as 
illustrated in figure 14A, the longer inner flange extends beyond the limits of the shorter 
outer flange) sufficiently to allow screws to be fixed therethrough for fastening the 
support member to the building or building frame (as depicted the longer inner flange 
contains screw fasteners 70 for securement to the building structure; figure 14A). 
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As per claim 8, Paz et al discloses a method of fastening a plurality of cladding 
panels relative to a building or building frame (a method of mounting a panel on a panel 
mounting system; col. 9, lines 24-25; it is further construed that the panels will be 
mounted relative to a building or building frame), the panels (23) having slots along the 
edges thereof (as illustrated in figure 14A, the panels comprise slots for receiving the 
flanges 58), the method including: fastening to the building or building frame a jointing 
system, the jointing system having an elongate support member substantially H-shaped 
in cross section (as illustrated in figure 14A, the panel support member is generally H- 
shaped) and having a longer inner flange (as illustrated in figure 14A, a longer inner 
flange is utilized) for fastening to the building or building frame (as illustrated in figure 
14A, the longer inner flange contains screw fasteners 70 for securement to the building 
structure), the inner flange (41 ) being connected by a web to a shorter outer flange (as 
illustrated in figure 14A, the shorter outer flange 58 is connected to longer inner flange 
41 and both members are a part of the same web structure) to form an elongate recess 
on each side of the web for receiving sealing means therein (as illustrated in figure 14A, 
a recess exists between the inner and outer flanges, whereby sealing means may be 
utilized); and supporting a cladding panel (23) relative to the building or building frame 
with the outer flange (58) of the support member received in the slot along the edge of 
the cladding panel (as illustrated in figure 14A, the outer flange receives the panel 
slots). 

Paz et al fails to disclose the sealing means cooperate with the panel to 
substantially seal a space behind the cladding panel against the ingress of moisture. 
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Bartlett et al discloses a panel wall assembly (abstract) with sealing means 
(elongated gaskets 28 between the panels 10 and the flanges 20 and 22; figures 3, 4). 

Therefore from the teaching of Bartlett et al, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the wall panel 
system with the panel support members of Paz et al to include sealing means as taught 
by Bartlett et al in order to protect the panel edges from the weather (col. 3, lines 38- 
39). 

As per claim 9, Paz et al fails to disclose the sealing means is an elongate gasket 
pre-located in each recess. 

Bartlett et al discloses a panel wall assembly (abstract) with elongated gaskets 
28 in a recess between the panels 10 and the flanges 20 and 22 (figure 4). 

Therefore from the teaching of Bartlett et al, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the wall panel 
system with the panel support members of Paz et al to include an elongated gasket in a 
recess between the panels and flanges as taught by Bartlett et al in order to protect the 
panel edges from the weather (col. 3, lines 38-39). 

As per claim 10, Paz et al fails to disclose sealing means. 

Bartlett et al discloses a panel wall assembly (abstract), whereby the panel 
edges are protected by a sealant or gasket (col. 3, lines 38-39). 

Therefore from the teaching of Bartlett et al, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the wall panel 
system with the panel support members of Paz et al to include a sealing means in the 
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form of a sealant or gasket as taught by Bartlett et al in order to protect the panel edges 
from the weather (col. 3, lines 38-39). 



Slots 



General H-Shape 




Figure 14A 



Longer Inner Flange 41 



Shorter Outer Flange 58 



10. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Paz et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,430,883) in view of Bartlett et al (U.S. Patent No. 4,506,484) and 
further in view of Milligan et al (U.S. Pub. No. 2005/0097841 ). 

The Paz et al and Bartlett et al combination fails to disclose the sealing means is 
a beading sealant. 

Milligan et al discloses a method of fitting a panel in an opening in a framed wall 
structure (abstract) whereby the frame includes a channel which receives a glazing 
bead seal to provide a seal between the panel and the frame (paragraph 13, lines 10- 
12). 
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Therefore from the teaching of Milligan et al, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace the sealing 
means of the Paz et al and Bartlett et al combination with a bead seal as taught by 
Milligan et al in order to provide a seal between the panel and the frame (paragraph 13, 
lines 11-12). 

1 1 . Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Paz et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,430,883) in view of Bartlett et al (U.S. Patent No. 4,506,484) and 
further in view ofTreister et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,170,214). 

As per claim 2, the Paz et al and Bartlett et al combination fails to disclose the 
support member is an aluminum extrusion. Paz et al further discloses the channels and 
support members may be made of metal (col. 7, lines 15-16). 

Treister et al discloses a panel cladding system of a building structure (abstract) 
whereby the retaining elements are preferably formed of an extruded metal, such as 
aluminum (col. 10, lines 13-15). 

Therefore from the teaching of Treister et al, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the wall panel 
system with the panel support members of the Paz et al and Bartlett et al combination 
such that the support members are constructed of extruded aluminum as taught by 
Treister et al in order to minimize the weight and provide strength to the structure (col. 
10, lines 10-12). 
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12. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Paz et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,430,883) in view of Bartlett et al (U.S. Patent No. 4,506,484) and 
further in view of Turner (UK Patent No. 2,223,787). 

The Paz et al and Bartlett et al combination fails to disclose the elongate gasket 
includes longitudinally extending rib means and a longitudinally extending end portion 
such that on assembly when the outer flange is received in the slot along the edge of 
the cladding panel, the rib means resiliently engages the inner surface of the cladding 
panels and the longitudinally extending end portion resiliently engages the inner edge of 
the cladding panel adjacent the slot. 

Turner discloses a gasket for forming a seal between a frame and a window 
pane comprising a strip-like sealing portion and a ribbed portion (abstract) whereby the 
strip-like sealing portion is adapted to engage with a frame and a surface enclosed by 
said frame (page 2, lines 14-16) and the ribbed portion engages a window panel surface 
(figure 2). 

Therefore from the teaching of Turner, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace the sealing means 
in the Paz et al and Bartlett et al combination with the ribbed gasket as taught by Turner 
in order to create a watertight seal (page 2, line 1 ). 

13. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Paz et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,430,883) in view of Bartlett et al (U.S. Patent No. 4,506,484) and 
further in view of Forrest (U.S. Patent No. 3,363,381). 
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The Paz et al and Bartlett et al combination fails to disclose a second elongate 
support member wherein the distance between the outer surfaces of the flanges of the 
second elongate support member is less than the distance between the outer surfaces 
of the flanges of the first elongate support member such that when the first elongate 
support members orthogonally abut with the outer surface of the longer inner flange of 
the second elongate support member resting on the inner surface of the longer inner 
flange of the first elongate surface member, the outer surfaces of the shorter outer 
flanges are substantially coplanar. 

Forrest discloses a modular panel apparatus including means for joining adjacent 
panels together in edge to edge relationship (col. 1, lines 12-14) whereby the flanged 
part 42 is recessed as at 44, from the bottom surface 24 by a distance at least equal to 
the thickness of the flanged part 40 whereby the flanged parts 40, 42 may overlap and 
engage each other with the bottom surfaces of each panel being substantially in the 
same plane (col. 2, lines 45-50; figure 1). 

Therefore from the teaching of Forrest, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the wall panel 
system with the panel support members of the Paz et al and Bartlett et al combination to 
include adjacent panel support members with height adjustments as taught by Forrest 
so that when the panels overlap, they may remain on the same plane (col. 2, lines 49- 
50). 
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Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0010998, which discloses a building panel 
assembly with similar components. U.S. Patent No. 6,993,875, which discloses building 
panel assembly with slotted panels attached thereto. U.S. Patent No. 3,729,883, which 
discloses building panel assembly with slotted panels attached thereto and comprises 
longer and shorter panel attaching members. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OMAR HIJAZ whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5790. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
(alternating Fridays). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on (571)272-6782. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
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Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

OFH 



/Lynda Jasmin/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4165 



